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What Is Mrcp?
Magnetic resonance cholangiopancreatography (MRCP) is a specialised, non-invasive imaging test that uses
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) to create detailed pictures of the bile ducts, pancreatic ducts, liver,
gallbladder, and pancreas. It is often used to diagnose and monitor conditions such as gallstones, bile duct
obstructions, pancreatic cancer, and biliary strictures.

Why Is Mrcp Performed?
MRCP is typically recommended when your doctor needs detailed information about your bile ducts and
pancreatic ducts. It can help identify:

Gallstones or blockages in the bile ducts
Narrowing (strictures) or inflammation in the ducts
Pancreatic or bile duct tumours
Cysts or abscesses in the liver or pancreas

MRCP can also be used to monitor existing conditions or evaluate symptoms such as jaundice, abdominal pain,
or unexplained digestive issues.

What Happens During Mrcp?

Preparation: You may be asked to fast for a few hours before the scan to improve image quality.
Inform your doctor if you have metal implants, such as pacemakers or joint replacements, as these
may interfere with the MRI.
The procedure: During the scan, you will lie on a table that slides into the MRI machine. The
machine uses a strong magnetic field and radio waves to capture detailed images of your bile
ducts and surrounding structures. You will need to stay still during the scan, which typically takes
20-40 minutes.
No sedation required: MRCP is painless and does not require sedation or anaesthesia.

What Are The Benefits Of Mrcp?
MRCP offers several advantages:

Non-invasive: Unlike endoscopic procedures such as ERCP, MRCP does not require the use of a
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scope or sedation.
Detailed imaging: It provides clear images of the bile and pancreatic ducts, including the size,
shape, and position of any abnormalities.
Safe: There is no exposure to ionising radiation, making it a safer option for many patients.
Widely available: MRCP is accessible in most hospitals and diagnostic centres.

Are There Any Limitations?
While MRCP is highly effective, it does have some limitations:

Not suitable for all patients: Individuals with certain types of metal implants may not be able to
undergo an MRI.
Less detailed than ERCP for small abnormalities: MRCP may not detect very small lesions or
obstructions as effectively as ERCP.
No treatment capabilities: Unlike ERCP, MRCP is purely diagnostic and cannot be used to
remove gallstones or place stents.

Your doctor will determine whether MRCP or another test, such as ERCP, is the best option for your condition.

How Safe Is Mrcp?
MRCP is generally a very safe procedure with minimal risks. The magnetic field used in MRI is not harmful, but
you should inform your doctor if you are pregnant or have any implanted medical devices. Rarely, patients
may feel claustrophobic inside the MRI machine, but this can often be managed with reassurance or
adjustments to the scanning environment.

Why Choose Birmingham Liver Clinic?
At Birmingham Liver Clinic, we specialise in diagnosing and managing conditions affecting the liver, bile ducts,
and pancreas. Our expert team uses advanced imaging techniques like MRCP to provide accurate and timely
diagnoses. With state-of-the-art facilities and a patient-centred approach, we ensure you receive the best
possible care tailored to your needs.

Contact Us
If you’re experiencing symptoms such as jaundice, unexplained abdominal pain, or changes in your digestive
health, contact Birmingham Liver Clinic today to book your MRCP. Early diagnosis and expert care can make all
the difference in managing your condition effectively.


