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Liver Mri Scan

What Is A Liver Mri Scan?

A liver MRI scan (Magnetic Resonance Imaging) is a non-invasive diagnostic test that provides detailed, high-
resolution images of the liver and surrounding areas. Using magnetic fields and radio waves, an MRI offers a
clear view of the liver’s structure, allowing for accurate assessment of liver health. At Birmingham Liver Clinic,
we utilise advanced MRI technology to diagnose liver conditions effectively and support

Why Liver Mri Scans Are Important

Liver MRI scans play a critical role in diagnosing and evaluating liver health. This imaging technique allows
doctors to examine the liver in exceptional detail, making it possible to detect abnormalities that may not be
visible on other imaging tests. Liver MRI scans are particularly valuable for assessing liver tumours, detecting
fibrosis and cirrhosis, and identifying vascular abnormalities. By providing early and accurate diagnoses, liver
MRI scans help guide treatment decisions and improve patient outcomes.

Conditions Detected By Liver Mri Scan

Liver MRI scans can identify a variety of liver conditions, making them an essential tool for liver diagnostics.
Common conditions detected through MRI include:

Liver tumours: MRI scans can differentiate between benign (non-cancerous) and malignant
(cancerous) tumours, aiding in early cancer detection and accurate treatment planning.

= Fatty liver disease: MRI can detect fat deposits in the liver, which may indicate non-alcoholic fatty
liver disease (NAFLD) or other related conditions.

= Cirrhosis and fibrosis: MRI scans are effective in assessing the extent of liver scarring and fibrosis,
which is crucial for managing chronic liver diseases like hepatitis and cirrhosis.

= Vascular abnormalities: Liver MRI can reveal issues with blood vessels in the liver, such as
blockages, clots, or abnormal blood flow, which can affect liver function.

These detailed images help doctors understand liver health and detect issues early, supporting tailored
treatment approaches for each patient. tify and monitor these conditions makes liver MRI a vital part of liver
health assessments.
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How Liver Mri Scans Work

A liver MRI scan uses a combination of strong magnets and radio waves to create detailed images of the liver
and surrounding tissues. During the scan, you will lie on a padded table that slides into a tunnel-like machine.
The MRI scanner creates a magnetic field that aligns water molecules in the body, allowing the machine to
capture highly detailed images of the liver. A contrast agent, often gadolinium, may be used to enhance image
quality, particularly for detecting tumours or assessing blood vessels.

Preparing For A Liver Mri

Preparation for a liver MRI scan is usually simple. If your MRI involves a contrast agent, you may be asked to
avoid eating or drinking for a few hours before the test. It's important to remove any metal objects, including
jewellery, as these can interfere with the magnetic field. If you have metal implants, pacemakers, or other
devices, please inform your doctor, as certain metal devices may not be compatible with MRI. Our team will
provide specific instructions to ensure you are fully prepared and comfortable during the procedure.

What To Expect During The Procedure

A liver MRI scan is a painless procedure that typically takes 30 to 60 minutes. You will lie on a table that moves
into the MRI machine, which may make loud tapping or thumping noises as it operates. Earplugs or
headphones are provided to help reduce the noise. You may be asked to hold your breath for a few seconds at
various points to obtain clearer images. If a contrast agent is used, you might feel a warm sensation or
metallic taste, which is normal and temporary. Our staff will be available throughout the scan to answer any
questions and ensure your comfort.

Benefits And Safety Of Liver Mri Scans

Liver MRI scans provide highly detailed images without using radiation, making them safer for patients who
may need repeated imaging. MRI scans are highly sensitive, capable of detecting even small abnormalities,
and are ideal for assessing soft tissues like the liver. Although MRI scans are generally safe, some patients
may have mild reactions to the contrast agent, such as warmth or a metallic taste. Our team takes every
precaution to ensure your safety and comfort throughout the scan.

Choosing Birmingham Liver Clinic

At Birmingham Liver Clinic, we prioritise patient care and use the latest MRI technology to deliver accurate
liver assessments. Our specialists are dedicated to providing a high standard of care, using advanced imaging
to diagnose liver conditions and guide effective treatment plans. With our expert team and patient-centred
approach, we strive to support your liver health and overall well-being.
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Contact Us

To learn more about liver MRI scans or to schedule an appointment, please contact Birmingham Liver Clinic.
Our team is here to help you with expert diagnostic services and personalised care.
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